Primary surgical management of the deeply burned hand in children.
Primary burn excision with immediate wound closure by skin grafting was used as the initial definitive treatment for deep burns of the hand in 30 consecutive children. The results are compared with an additional group of 30 children whose burns were treated with AgNO3 alone. There is a significant difference in all categories examined between the excised and the nonexcised group. Hand deformities, secondary reconstructive procedures, and morbidity were significantly reduced in the excised group. Excision provided improved functional and cosmetic results.